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source of principles of betterment and converting those prin-
ciples into the terms of a realizable programme. The People's
National Party proclaims its goal by its idealistic title; for
the Jamaica in which it began its work could produce mobs but
not a people, was possessed of a certain insular pride but had no
national consciousness., and was without parties because it was
without the political sense which creates them. Nor can it be
said that the People's National Party has yet realized its aims.
The defects which it seeks to remedy are still only too apparent.
But it has caused Jamaicans to think who had never thought
before in their lives and has taught other Jamaicans to think
constructively instead of querulously. It is the strongest influence
operative in Jamaica since the missionary enterprises in the early
days of emancipation; and like them its influence has been above
all things educational.

Mr. Manley's work is full of lessons for the British West
Indies in general, but little is known of it outside his own
island and his glowing patriotism is itself Jamaican rather than
West Indian. The mutual ignorance and lack of contact between
these colonies is a serious obstacle to their progress as a whole.
In the past they could hardly be blamed for their insularity.
British possessions in the Caribbean extend in an enormous arc
from Honduras on the mainland in Central America through the
Windward and Leeward Islands to Trinidad and Barbados and
thence to British Guiana, the English-speaking world's one
outpost or bridgehead in South America. The Bahaman archi-
pelago lies outside this system, separated from Jamaica by the
great island of Cuba and adjacent to the coast of Florida. Sea
communications between these scattered colonies have been
rare and slow, local jealousies were active and the larger colonies
felt themselves nearer in spirit, and, indeed, often in fact, to
England than to one another, the more so as French or American
possessions lay between them.

Air travel has transformed this situation. A few years ago
the journey from Trinidad to Barbados involved a steamship
voyage of twelve hours or longer;,now the plane has cut the-